
Connecting In Writing 

 

An age-old skill for classroom instructors is the ability to write legibly and to create 

simple colorful, visual prompts and records.  Some of us have an aptitude for this; some 

of us have to work hard to develop these skills.  All of us know through experience that 

effort in this area makes a positive contribution to our learning objectives. 

   

As more training shifts to a remote, web-based strategy the pressure on our writing skills 

has increased.  Facilitating e-learning requires more communication through writing 

than in traditional classroom training.  Asynchronous communication using e-mail and 

discussion boards is important to the success of the training.  It connects you with 

participants on both an individual and group basis.  This can help reduce the sense of 

isolation that e-learners often experience. 

 

As a facilitator, you may 

• give written instructions 

• give written feedback 

• answer questions via e-mail 

• provide encouragement via e-mail 

• set up discussion board topics and participate in the resulting discussion 

• create reading materials. 

In the remote environment, clear writing is an important skill!  Here is a guide to a 

resource where you may review principles and strategies for writing clear sentences.  

Reference these generic principles as required as you work hard at connecting in 

writing.   

http://muextension.missouri.edu/xplor/comm/cm0201.htm 

 

Internet Slang 

The burgeoning use of Instant Messaging and Chat technologies has given rise to a 

‘whole new language’ generally referred to as internet slang.  At this point in time, it is 

not possible to determine specifically the effects of internet slang on formal writing. 

However, one clear conclusion is that internet slang is becoming an important literacy in 

many peoples’ lives, and consequently one that needs to be recognized by educators—

especially on-line educators. 

One of the most important things we can do for ourselves and our learners is to 

understand the importance of using the appropriate language in the appropriate setting, 

and that who one is writing for affects the way in which one writes. For example, slang  

is perfectly acceptable when instant messaging with someone.  On the flip side it is 

completely unacceptable when writing written instructions or providing formal written 

feedback.  Conversely, formal writing, seems burdensome— almost inappropriate—in, 

for example, an online chat room.  If this is a new language for you here is a primer and 

reference links to internet slang. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet_slang 


